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P.P. IV, being in need of temporal support, had purchased
Germany's obedience by secret concessions and promises of
money. The Lord Nicholas P.P. V was privy to these ar-
rangements, and, feeling bound by them, had paid His share;
but there was a matter of twenty-five thousand ducats yet
unpaid. The Lord Calixtus P.P. Ill had taken no part in
these negotiations. During His cardinalate, He had had
ample opportunities of reckoning up Caesar Friedrich IV
as a feeble, feckless old simpleton, devoid of moral back-
bone, whom no concessions ever could stiffen into any
semblance of imperial capacity. The Pope's Holiness felt
that He could do quite well without the Emperor's Augusti-
tude.
Therefore, when Caesar's Orators arrived in Rome, on
the tenth of August 1455, and prayed for a private audi-
ence, (at which, as the custom was, they would try to
squeeze the Holy Father, making the proffer of their
sovereign's homage dependent upon the Pope's willingness
to oblige), the Lord Calixtus P.P. Ill refused to entertain
requests until after the obedience of Germany should have
been received.
The Orators were confounded, so they said, by this de-
mand; but, as loyal sons of Holy Mother Church, (Bishop
Enea Silvio was the spokesman), and that scandal might
be avoided, they would give way. Before a public con-
sistory of cardinals, they presented to the Pope the homage
of Caesar, in an elaborate oration containing no mention
of unpleasant topics, such as the imperial demands and the
Concordat of the Lord Eugenius P.P. IV, but mainly con-
sisting of a string of formal compliments to the Supreme
Pontiff, and declamations against the Muslim Infidel.
(Pii II. Orationes I, 336.)
After this the Orators could not insist upon the Rights
of Caesar. On his behalf, they might only approach the
strenuous Pope as suppliants appealing to His clemency,
as children begging a father's favour. They had cut the